Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol: metabolism and disposition in long-term marihuana smokers.
Radioactively labeled delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta(9)THC) administered intravenously to chronic marihuana smokers disappeared from the blood plasma with a half-life of 28 hours as compared to 57 hours for nonusers of marihuana. Apparent volumes of distribution did not significantly differ between the two groups. Within 10 minutes after administration of delta(9)THC, 11-hydroxy-delta(9)THC is present in the plasma of nonusers and chronic users. This metabolite was also present in urine and feces of nonusers and long-term marihuana smokers. In addition, polar metabolites were excreted in urine and feces of both groups for more than 1 week.